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Happy New Year White Oaks!
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. Does Panlyo e ever watch
beo&lr(g? A lguestion came up
gbogs RomAn\amygpojogyjand one of
their gods, Janus. It stuck in my head
for two reasons. First, the month of
January was named after this figure,
and we have three January birthdays

in our family during this month. Sec-
ondly, Janus was usually pictured with
two faces, pointing in opposite direc-
tions, because he was the guardian of
gates and doors and new begin-
nings. It was thought that one had to
emerge from a gate or a door before
entering a new place. Thus Janus
guarded both the past and the pre-
sent and, most especially, the New
Year. He also symbolized change
and transitions and the progress from
what was to what would be. What a
great connection!

As we are presently in the
month of January, we, as PTA mem-
bers, parents, teachers, staff, etc.,
must always be looking in two direc-
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tions: Back to our past, rich history and
forward as guardians of the gates and
doors so that all our children can
emerge to a new and better world. I
think sometimes we get so caught up in
work, extracurricular activites, fundrais-
ing, and problems we face that we for-
get the true wonder of parental in-
volvement and child advocacy. What
a wonderful opportunity we have been
afforded to make a profound differ-
ence in a child's life!

Being a PTA advocacy group
requires looking in two directions: Look-
ing back to what has worked and what
has not and looking forward to new
approaches, new members, and new
directions. It requires remembering
tried and true resources, but also using
new resources. As we begin this New
Year, hopefully, PTA will continue to
guide the way and help form these
new pathways between past and pre-
sent on behalf of all of our children

@ REMINDER

Winter Vacation....Dec 24 -Jan 1.
Friday, Dec 21 is a full
day of school.
or Chil drenod

i | d $ckool resgmesgoR \Wegdnesday,
Jan 2. Itwill be a

full day of school.
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White Oaks Band Performance

Band Night o February 6

All members of the White Oaks bands, beginning and advanced, will present a program for
parents and friends on Wednesday, February 6 at 7:30 p.m. in the school cafeteria. Dress for the
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JJg concert will be plain white blouse/shirt and dark slacks/skirts (girls can wear either). Students will
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need to report to Theater A ( Mrs. Morris® musi

minute preparations. All band students are expected to attend this performance.

Please contact Mr. David Boltz, the band director at david.boltz@fcps.edu _if you have any

guestions about this performance. We are looking forward to our first concert of the school year!
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GIFTED AND TALENTED (GT) PROGRANIS LEVELS OF SERVICE

periences are designed to develop higher -level thinking through enrichment, acceleration, and extension of the Pro-
gram of Studies. Teachers, administrators, and GT resource teachers work together to provide the following Levels of
Service:

Level | GT services provide lessons in critical and creative thinking skills for all FCPS students in grades K -6.

Level Il GT services include differentiated instruction at an advanced level for many FCPS students through col-
laboration between the classroom teacher and the GT resource teacher. The Young Scholars Model in-
cluded in this level is designed to find and nurture gifted potential in students from historically underrepre-
sented populations through more challenging curriculum and instruction. Middle school students who take
one or two honors classes are receiving Level Il services.

students take three honors classes.

full Honors at the middle school.
SCREENING
Multiple criteria are reviewed to determine eligibility for all FCPS gifted services. Formal identification begins with Leve

GT Central Selection Committee determines eligibility for GT center placement.

TESTING

Each October/November all FCPS second grade students, as well as students in third through seventh grade who
were missing an ability test score, were administered the Cognitive Ability Test and/or the Naglieri Nonverbal Test. A
second grade GT center screening pool will be established using these test results. Students in the second grade pool
are automatically screened for GT center placement.

REFERRAL

Parents/guardians of students not in the second grade screening pool may initiate the GT center screening process
by completing and submitting a Gifted and Talented GT Center Referral form to the local school principal no later than

Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS) offers a continuum of gifted services for all students in grades K -8. Learning ex-

Level Ill GT services for identified students include the GT school  -based program in grades 3 -6; in middle school,

Level IV services are for those students found eligible for the full -time GT center program in grades 3 -8 or taking

11l services. The local school GT committee determines student eligibility for school -based GT services. The countywide

available at the local school.

For additional information contact:

Local FCPS elementary or middle school

GT Programs Office at Lacey Center 703  -846-8670
GT web site: http://www.fcps.edu/DIS/gt

February 8, 2008 . No late referrals will be accepted. Second graders not in the pool and all third through seventh
graders are screened only by referral. Forms are available on the GT web site and in the Parent Information Packet
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