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Can You Leap to the Challenge?
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tis hggo t eve that it is al-
rea(p ruary! Tr?(;br?g\me February is de-
rveO‘rom t#% Nyn@oifd Iebrua signifying
the festivals of purification celebrated in
ancient Rome during this month. The Ro-
mans purified themselves in February to
prepare for festivals at the start of the new
year. Later, Romans moved the start of the
year from March to January.

February had 28 days until the time
of the Roman Statesman, Juluis Caeser.
Caeser gave it 29 days in standard years
and 30 days every 4 years. According to
Roman tradition, the Roman Emperor Au-
gustus took 1 day off February to add to
August, the month named after him. (Hey,
when you're an Emperor, why not?) This
year is a Leap Year, and we get to celebrate
February with 29 days. A leap year (or
intercalary year) is a year containing one or
more extra days in order to keep the calen-
dar year synchronized with the astronomi-
cal or seasonal year. Seasons and astro-
nomical events do not repeat at an exact
number of full days, so a calendar which had
the same number of days in each year
would over time drift with respect to the
event it was supposed to track. By occasion-
ally inserting an additional day or month into
the year, the drift can be corrected. A year
which is not a leap year is called a common
year. So what does all this history and sci-
ence lesson mean? This year is NOT A
COMMON YEAR!

The winter season tends to be the
time when things slow down....the weather
gets bad (although it's 70 degrees as | am
writing this article), days are shorter, we
start to get cabin fever, and we seem to
start dragging. In the busy world we live in,
| constantly hear people complaining (myself
included) that life is such a fast pace now
that we rarely have time to slow down and
enjoy life. 1 want to challenge you to use

the extra day in February to do something
extra for the school. If you never get a
chance to come in and have lunch with your
child, do it! If you haven't had the opportu-
nity to volunteer in your child's class, do it!
Volunteering in the school is more rewarding
than you can imagine. For me, just seeing
the smile on my daughter's face when | come
to her classroom or to the school is worth the
effort! Let's take the opportunity we have

been given to make this an UNCOMMON

YEAR!

Angela Nesley
President, White Oaks PTA
(703) 372  -2575

Dates to Remember

Monday, Jan 21: Student Holiday

Martin Luther King Day
Thursday, Jan 24: 2nd Grading Period Ends

Friday, Jan 25:  Student Holiday

Teacher Workday

Monday, Jan 28:  Student Holiday

Teacher Workday

Tuesday, Feb 5: White Oaks Band Concert

Friday, Feb 8: GT Referral Forms Due

Monday, Feb 11: 7 pm PTA Board Meeting

Monday, Feb 18:  Student Holiday

Presi dbant 0s

Read Across America
Starts

Monday, March 3:

Multicultural Dessert
Night

Friday, March 7:

Monday, March 31: Chorus Concert
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- l 0Band Nightoé Concert
White Oaks Band Performance
(%) Tuesday, February 5 t
e C‘(\a(\g 7:30 p.m.
DL White Oaks Cafeteria

( 4
e

The date for the o0Band Nightdé Concert hat%.AIIU)mdfamilieshsaamlgedao Tu
mark their calendars for the first of our two concerts this year. The concert begins at 7:30 p.m. in the cafeteria, but stude nts
should report to Theater A/ Mrs. Morris6 music room no | ater thaw?:OO

mally have a Tuesday band class will need to bring their instruments to school that day.

There will be no assembly program for this concert; only the evening performance. Dress for this performance is plain

white shirt or blouse, dark slacks/skirts (girls can wear either), any shoes. n:

Please contact Mr. Boltz, the band director, if you have any questions ( david.bolz@fcps.edu or 703-923-1448).

g There is also an extra rehearsal that same morning (9:15 0 Beginners, 9:55 6 Advanced), so students who do not nor-
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2 Reflections Update S

White Oaks PTA is proud to announce the achievements of our students at the Council Level Reflections Progra.
The students who received Outstanding Interpretation will represent White Oaks at the Northern Virginia District Leve|.

John Crowleyeceived Outstanding Interpretation in Film/Video and Photography in the Intermediate Level
Bethany Lawwas given an Outstanding Interpretation for her Visual Arts entry in the Intermediate Level
Lydia Cheralso earned Outstanding Interpretation for her Visual Arts entry in the Middle/Junior Level
Jessica Israekarned an Award of Excellence for her Dance Interpretation in the Intermediate Level

Thank you to all the students who entered their creations. We have some very talented students in our school.

Summer Enrichment Camp Fair Multicultural Committee Dessert Night

Mark You January 30th March 7th
7:00 -9:30 pm
Calendar On Wednesday, January
30th, the annual FCAG Summer The Multicultural Committee
Enrichment Camp  Fair will be will host a Dessert Night on March
held at Oakton HS, 2900 Sutton 7, 2008 from 7:00 -9:30pm. All
Road, Vienna 22181, from 7:30 White Oaks Elementary School
PM to 9:00 PM. The fair will fea- families are invited.

ture representatives from mostly -

local camps that focus on aca-
demic, artistic, dramatic or other forms of summer en-
richment, plus flyers from many other camps. The fair

Those who attend are encouraged (not mandatory) to
showcase their culture by bringing a dessert, dressing up
and showcasing a talent that is native to their culture.

is sponsored by the Fairfax County Association for the White Oaks is a very diverse school with over 30 differ-
Gifted, and is free and open to the general public. ent ethnic groups. With such a rich culture, this event will

not only be a great time to socialize, but a learning experi-

For more information, contact  Louise Epstein ence too. For more information, look for the Dessert Night

at 703-917-7960. flyer coming to your home soon via the Friday folder.
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